n4           GERMANY IN REVOLUTION

Revolution and also the aftermath  of the   Revolution
as one uninterrupted sweeping movement, then what i^
significant is that whatever party arises to claim a position
as the most radical of all parties is very soon borne
down and overwhelmed by another, which claims to be
yet more extreme, more radical, more " true/'    The
January rebellion was a most serious attempt by the
extreme Left to capture the machine of state ; it failed,
and inevitably there arose behind this last of parties
another last party; there arose behind the Spartacists
those who were more Spartacist than the Spartacists*
For about four months there gathered together, as it
were crawling out of the hidden holes and corners of
society, the degenerate, the robber, the thief, the weak-
minded idealist, the fantastically deluded fanatic.   For
four months, now in South Germany, now in North,
they induced scenes of terror and of blood, such as no
living man had ever thought he would be called upon to
survey*   No wonder that men were seised with panic
and thought that the days of society were numbered*
Their minds contemplated the awful thought that all
ordered life must come to an end, and that Europe
must revert amid convulsions to barbarism, to ignorance,
to darkness, and to lust*   And amid a most strange and
disheartening indifference on the part of those beyond
the immediate zone of danger, they faced, for them-
selves,  immediate   individual   death,   and,   for   their
fellows, immediate corporate nothingness*